[Angiogenesis and bladder cancer: trendy prognostic factor or new therapeutic target?].
Tumor-associated angiogenesis is emerging as an important prognostic factor and represents a hopeful potential therapeutic target for the cancer treatment. Bladder tumors, as all solid tumors, require an active angiogenesis to support their growth and progression. The angiogenic phenotype observed within a tumor is determined in large part by the balance between stimulatory and inhibitory inputs to the endothelial cells. Clinically, the importance of the angiogenic response observed within a tumor should be considered as an independent prognostic factor for superficial as well as invasive bladder tumors. The analysis of the angiogenic response could in the future influence the therapeutic strategy. Angiogenesis also represents a promising new therapeutic target, and is at the moment intensively tested in experimental and clinical trials. In this article, we will first review the mechanism of angiogenesis, and then its implication in bladder cancer, and as a potential therapeutic target.